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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Happy Labor Day America! This month’s communiqué contains stories of: several “hot Jupiters” which are another evidence for a young universe; more evidence and another study which shows that the human appendix is not vestigial; and information about our impactful presentation of the video “Already Gone” at this month’s regular meeting. We also have a full listing of the science workshop presentations we are conducting at FEAST this year. Please read and enjoy.
Why Does Planet WASP-18b Exist?

(Compiled from San Antonio Express-News, Los Angeles Times and the September issue of Sky and Telescope)

Scientists have discovered several planets that shouldn’t exist! An article by Coel Hellier (Keene University) and others in August 27th's Nature is already turning the study of massive, close-in exoplanets  (known as "hot Jupiters") on its head.

Hellier's team describes the scrutiny of a star designated WASP-18 and the hefty planet (WASP-18b) that circles it. The planet's existence came to light in 2006 during the United Kingdom's Wide Angle Search for Planets program.
The "hot Jupiter" known as WASP-18b orbits so close to its star that it should have spiraled to its doom long ago. Once the planet reaches its Roche limit, the star's gravity will start tearing it apart. WASP-18b orbits incredibly close to its host star, circling just 1.4 million miles (2.2 million km) from its surface. From such a ringside seat, the planet's star-facing hemisphere broils at an estimated 3,800°F (2,400K).

What has Hellier's team scratching its collective head is not that WASP-18b is so hot (it's too dense to simply evaporate), but instead why it exists at all! Here's the conundrum: With roughly 10 times the mass of Jupiter, it's hefty enough and close enough to raise a significant tidal bulge on the star. And because it orbits in just 22½ hours, faster than any other confirmed hot Jupiter and much faster than the star spins, this tidal interaction should be robbing WASP-18b of angular momentum. In all likelihood, the planet is being dragged inward toward its doom — and fast.

The Earth-Moon system is a good example of such a tidal yin-yang. The Moon likewise raises tides in Earth's oceans, and their mutual attraction is also transferring angular momentum between them. However, because the Moon orbits much more slowly than Earth turns, the tradeoff is gradually pushing the Moon away from us (1½ inches, or 38 mm, per year) and our day is ever-so-slightly getting longer (0.2 second per century). But in the WASP-18 tidal dance, it's the other way around — the planet is spiraling inward, and the star's spin is speeding up.

So why hasn't WASP-18b already gone "poof"? Hellier's team figures that the solar-type star (spectral type F6) is about a billion years old. Yet tidal theory argues that the big planet will edge close enough to be torn apart in well under a million years. As theorist Douglas Hamilton notes “there are a number of theories to account for this, but none are satisfactory.”
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An artist's conception of the "hot Jupiter" OGLE-TR-56b, which takes just 1.2 days to orbit its star.

David A. Aguilar / CFA
Conceivably, observers were indeed very lucky to have discovered WASP-18b when they did. But if that's the case, then lots of other hot Jupiters, like one dubbed OGLE-TR-56b, should likewise be wrapping up their death marches — and they're not. 
Indeed, it boils down to two main possibilities. One is that the laws of celestial mechanics by which we have tracked the sun, moon stars and all celestial bodies for centuries are in error or somehow altered in this alien solar system (not likely). Or, more likely, this is great evidence that these planets are screaming proof that their origin, their stars’ origin and perhaps the galaxy itself are far younger than conventional astronomy is prepared to accept. That is one of the theories Hamilton and others find “unsatisfactory.” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s character Sherlock Holmes was famous for saying, “When you eliminate all other possibilities, whatever remains, no matter how improbable, is the truth.” Conventional astronomy needs to heed such advice before deciding this planet proves that the well tested laws of celestial mechanics are in error because they give them a result their evolutionary bias cannot stomach.

More Evidence that the Appendix is Not Vestigial
 Condensed from livescience.com –
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The body's appendix has long been thought of as nothing more than a worthless evolutionary artifact, good for nothing save a potentially lethal case of inflammation. Now researchers suggest the appendix is a lot more than a useless remnant. Not only was it recently proposed to actually possess a critical function, but scientists now find it appears in nature a lot more often than before thought. And it's possible some of this organ's ancient uses could be recruited by physicians to help the human body fight disease more effectively. 

In a way, the idea that the appendix is an organ whose time has passed has itself become a concept whose time is over. "Maybe it's time to correct the textbooks," said researcher William Parker, an immunologist at Duke University Medical Center in Durham, N.C. "Many biology texts today still refer to the appendix as a 'vestigial organ.'" 

The vermiform appendix is a slimy dead-end sac that hangs between the small and large intestines. No less than Charles Darwin first suggested that the appendix was a vestigial organ from an ancestor that ate leaves, theorizing that it was the evolutionary remains of a larger structure, called a cecum, which once was used by now-extinct predecessors for digesting food. "Everybody likely knows at least one person who had to get their appendix taken out - slightly more than 1 in 20 people do - and they see there are no ill effects, and this suggests that you don't need it," Parker said. 

However, Parker and his colleagues recently suggested that the appendix still served as a vital “safe house,” where good bacteria could lie in wait until they were needed to repopulate the gut after a nasty case of diarrhea. Past studies had also found the appendix can help make, direct and train white blood cells. It has also been shown to give humans a low level of radiation protection. Now, in the first investigation of the appendix over the ages, Parker explained they discovered that it has been around much longer than anyone had suspected, hinting that it plays a critical function. 
"The appendix has been around for at least 80 million years, much longer than we would estimate if Darwin's ideas about the appendix were correct," Parker said. Moreover, the appendix appears in nature much more often than previously acknowledged. … "When species are divided into groups called 'families,' we find that more than 70 percent of all primate and rodent groups contain species with an appendix," Parker said. From a creationist perspective it is significant to note that appendixes are contained in the bulk of all species and serve useful autoimmune functions in them all.
Several living species, including several lemurs, certain rodents and the scaly-tailed flying squirrel, still have an appendix attached to a large cecum, which is used in digestion. Darwin had thought appendices appeared in only a small handful of animals. …”Darwin simply didn't have the information we have now." Parker added, "If Darwin had been aware of the species that have an appendix attached to a large cecum, and if he had known about the widespread nature of the appendix, he probably would not have thought of the appendix as a vestige of evolution." 

What causes appendicitis? Darwin was also not aware that appendicitis, or a potentially deadly inflammation of the appendix, is not due to a faulty appendix, but rather to cultural changes associated with industrialized society and improved sanitation, Parker said. "Those changes left our immune systems with too little work and too much time their hands - a recipe for trouble," he said. "Darwin had no way of knowing that the function of the appendix could be rendered obsolete by cultural changes that included widespread use of sewer systems and clean drinking water." 

Now that scientists are uncovering the normal function of the appendix, Parker notes a critical question to ask is whether anything can be done to prevent appendicitis. He suggests it might be possible to devise ways to incite our immune systems today in much the same manner that they were challenged back in the Stone Age. "If modern medicine could figure out a way to do that, we would see far fewer cases of allergies, autoimmune disease, and appendicitis," Parker said. 

The scientists detailed their findings online August 12 in the Journal of Evolutionary Biology. 
Tuesday, August 11, 2009 

Our old friend, chemist, and creation evangelist to Central and South America, John Pendleton was our guest in August. He shared with us an update on his exploits in trying to find a living pterosaur and the reports which have led him on this quest. John has all of this information on DVD. Contact us if you would like to purchase a copy.

Monday, September 28, 7pm at FEAST
                                  SABBSA to present at FEAST for the 4th Straight Year!
[image: image4.emf]We and our partners at FEAST have put together an exciting set of presentations for the coming year. We will start off on Monday, September 28 with a Creation Science Magic Show performed by SABBSA founder Ernie Hernandez. Ernie will show the probability of structure forming all by itself with the application of random energy. He will use Stanley Miller’s 1953 experiment as a guide and demonstrate similar steps with our own experiment using colored blocks. It demonstrates probability, the 2nd Law of Thermodynamics, knowledge of Dr. Miller’s experiment and the real results. This show is best for ages 5th grade through adult. 
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We will follow his science demonstration with the kick off to a year-long presentation of the Answers in Genesis’ (AIG) Demolishing Strongholds presentations with SABBSA board member Dr. Carl Williams moderating. Dr. Williams is a practicing medical doctor and he and his wife Cindy have gone through training with AIG in the presentation of this curriculum. A synopsis of this seminar is included below. 
Parents, Teach your teens that the Bible is true!

Today's youth are frustrated by "cookie cutter" teaching at youth group meetings and Sunday school. They want to have fun (who doesn't!) but they also want to be ready when challenged to take a stand for their faith. They want answers to the potentially embarrassing questions about Christianity that come up in classes AND in the hallway throughout the day.  

Inspire your students to go to the next level in their Christian walk and challenge them to live out their faith with this totally comprehensive new 13-session DVD-based study. Shot live before 300 teens and embellished with cutting-edge comic book style animation, Demolishing Strongholds features four highly engaging speakers: Ken Ham, Bill Jack, Charles Ware, and Carl Kerby. Each will prepare your students to stand firm on the authority of God’s Word, and each will equip and challenge them to activate their faith!

This complete discipleship study series includes twelve 30-minute DVD programs, an integrated Bible study designed to be discussed by the group, a PowerPoint presentation for each lesson, lesson handouts and optional activities, and a 1-minute promo video. The 13th session is a “man on the street” feature with Bill Jack as he demonstrates how to use key questions to reveal the shortcomings of someone’s worldview and then share the gospel with them. This final session is the final application stage of the curriculum, where students can see it in action. Teens absolutely love it!

Demolishing Strongholds’ strategic topics include developing a biblical worldview, tips on how to engage and reach friends for Christ, confidence boosting ideas on how to confront our evolutionized culture, examples of “cultural brainwashing,” and an inspiring challenge on how to be God’s players in the game called life.

Demolishing Strongholds lesson titles and FEAST Presentation Schedule (all presentations will occur on the fourth Monday of each month beginning on September 28, 2009)
· Monday, September 28: Creation Science Magic Show (Ernie Hernandez); and                    War of the Worldviews - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Ken Ham, 19 min.) 

· Monday, October 26: War of the Worldviews - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Ken Ham, 24 min.) and Evolution in Pop Culture - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) 

· Monday, January25: Evolution in Pop Culture - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) and  Counterfeit Reality - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 26 min.) 

· Monday, February 22: Counterfeit Reality - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 23 min.) and Answers to Difficult Issues: How to Share Your Christian Worldview - Part 1                         (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) 

· Monday, March 22: Answers to Difficult Issues: How to Share Your Christian Worldview - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 17 min.) and Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 1       (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 21 min.) 

· Monday, April 26: Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 27 min.) and  Special Forces for the Savior - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 27 min.) 

· Monday, May 24: Special Forces for the Savior - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 25 min.) and “Man on the street interviews” with Bill Jack (moderator-led discussion, 18 min.) 
“Why your kids will quit church and what you can do to stop it”

Book and DVD’s by Ken Ham & Britt Beemer, with Todd Hillard             Statistics reveal a huge disconnect taking place between our children and their church experience
Nationwide polls and denominational reports are showing that the next generation is calling it quits on the traditional church. And it’s not just happening on the nominal fringe; it’s happening at the core of the faith.

In the first scientific study of its kind, the “Beemer Report” reveals startling facts discovered through 20,000 phone calls and detailed surveys of a thousand 20–29 year olds, who used to attend evangelical churches on a regular basis, but have since left it behind.

The results are shocking:

· Those who faithfully attend Sunday School are more likely to leave the church than those who do not. 

· Those who regularly attend Sunday School are more likely to believe that the Bible is less true. 

· Those who regularly attend Sunday School are actually more likely to defend that abortion and gay marriage should be legal. 

· Those who regularly attend Sunday School are actually more likely to defend premarital sex. 
In this powerful book and video, popular author Ken Ham and consumer behavior research/analyst C. Britt Beemer combine to reveal trends that must be dealt with now . . . before we lose another generation!

The trends are frightening, but Already Gone shows how to win back our families, our churches, and our world!
Dr. Williams will have available some copies of the book "Already Gone" to give to pastors or other interested persons, and that you may distribute to your clergy.
We will show this impactful video on Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. The showing is free to the public. All pastors, clergy, laymen and the public are invited to attend.

